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tive thick. Ovary subglobose, 2-4-celled; ovules many, placentas
axile; style thick, slightly longer than the stamens; stigma capitate.
Capsule globose, stalked in the base of the calyx-tube,, coriaceous,
irregularly breaking up, ultimately 1-celled. Seeds closely packed
on a central placenta, angular, pyramidal,—Species 1*—Palaeo-
tropics.
L. inermis Linn, is used medicinally in Indo China, the
Philippine Islands, French Guiana, West and North Africa.
1. Lawsonia iueirmis Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 349 (charact.
ampL),—L. alba Lam. Em yd. Mcth. Ill (1789) 106.—plate 432A
(under L. alba Lam.).
A glabrous much-branched shrub; lateral branches 4-gonous,
often ending in a spinous point* Leaves 1.3-3.2 by 0.6-1.6 cm.,
elliptic or broadly lanceolate, acute or obtuse, often mucronulate,
base tapering; petioles very short or 0. Flowers numerous, less than
1.3 cm. across, fragrant, white or rose-coloured, in large terminal
pyramidal panicled cymes; pedicels short, slender. Calyx 3-5 mm.
long, broadly campanulate; lobes 2,5-3 mm. long, ovate, acute.
Petal*- 3 mm. long, as broad as long, suborbicular or subreniform,
undu -te. Stamens 83 inserted in pairs on the calyx-tube. Capsule
6 mm diam., globose, slightly veined outside, supported by the
persistent calyx and tipped with the style. Seeds trigono-pyramidal,
about 2.5 mm, long, externally subtuberculate.
Distribution     Indigenous  in  Arabia  and   Persia,  probably  also   in  the   drier  parts
of the Indian peninsula and Ceylon; cultivated and naturalized all over India.
The leaves are emetic, expectorant; allay burning sensation;
cure leucoderma.-^—The seeds are astringent to the bowels ^and anti-
pyretic; cure insanity (Ayurveda)*
The leaves have a bitter bad taste; vulnerary, diuretic; useful
in headache, hemicrania, lumbago., bronchitis, boils, ulcers, stomatitis,
ophthalmia, syphilitic sores, amenonhoea, scabies, diseases of the
spleen; enrich the blood; favour the growth of the hair.—The flowers
are vulnerary; an infusion cures headache.—The seeds are tonic to
the brain (Yunani).
The bark is given in jaundice and enlargement of the spleen,

